
 

 

 

Kennel Preparation for Bird Transport 

Thank you for taking the time to help send this bird to the Alaska Raptor Center. 

The birds we receive are often injured, in pain, and highly stressed. A properly prepared 
shipping kennel greatly improves their comfort and safety during transport and helps 
reduce additional stress. 
By preparing the kennel correctly, you are helping begin their rehabilitation journey—
thank you. 

 

General Guidelines 

1. Do not feed or give water to the bird at any time. 

2. Keep the bird in a dark, quiet place until shipping. 

3. While driving to the airport, keep the car at a comfortable temperature and avoid 
music, loud talking, or sudden noises. 

4. No pets in the vehicle during transport. 

5. Avoid peeking into the kennel—this can significantly increase stress. 

6. Label the kennel with your full name and phone number so we can return it to you. 
Kennels are returned via the airline and must be picked up upon arrival. 

7. If you are unsure about any instructions, please call us—we are happy to help. 

 

Choose the Right Kennel 

Select a kennel that allows the bird to stand but does not provide enough space for the bird 
to move around excessively, which could worsen injuries. 
We understand that your options may be limited— use the best fit available. 



Recommended kennel sizes: 

• Small birds (small owls, crows, similar size): ~ 21” x 16” x 15” 

• Medium birds (hawks, larger owls such as barred, great horned, or snowy, and 
ravens): ~ 27” x 20” x 19” 

• Eagles: ~ 36” x 24” x 26” 

When you call, we will confirm the species and help recommend the best kennel size 
based on what you have. 

 

Prepare the Kennel 

1. Line the Bottom 

Place newspaper, paper towels, or non-snagging fabric on the bottom of the kennel. 
Use materials you don’t need returned. 

 

2. Darken the Kennel 

Cover the windows and door with cardboard cut to size. Some small gaps are fine—they 
help with airflow.      

Secure the cardboard using: 

• Duct tape or strong tape 

• Zip ties 

Important: 

• Ensure no sticky tape surface is exposed inside the kennel where feathers could 
stick. 

• If cardboard isn’t available, use a blanket, old T-shirt, or newspaper and secure it 
so it doesn’t fall oW.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. If Shipping Will Be Delayed 

If the next flight is not until the following day: 

• Keep the kennel in a dark, quiet room. 

• No children or pets in the room. 

• Do not feed or water the bird. 

• Minimize interaction as much as possible. 

 
Thank you for taking the time to be a vital part of this bird’s rehabilitation journey. 
If you are curious about the bird’s progress or outcome, please don’t hesitate to 
reach out—we are always happy to share updates. 
 

 
Alaska Raptor Center 

(907) 747-8662 
alaskaraptor.org 


